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Using Bear Essential with your Kindergartener, First- or Second-Grader	
  	
  	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  Bear	
  Essential	
  News	
  is	
  more	
  than	
  just	
  informational	
  text—it’s	
  locally	
  written	
  news	
  and	
  features	
  for	
  
families	
  and	
  classrooms.	
  In	
  fact,	
  several	
  of	
  the	
  stories	
  each	
  month	
  are	
  written	
  by	
  our	
  Young	
  Reporters.	
  
This	
  literacy	
  award-­‐winning	
  free	
  newspaper	
  provides	
  kid-­‐friendly,	
  thought-­‐provoking	
  stories	
  and	
  
activities	
  that	
  can	
  be	
  utilized	
  to	
  help	
  teach	
  younger	
  students	
  reading,	
  writing,	
  listening	
  and	
  speaking.	
  	
  	
  

Reading	
  
•	
  Have	
  students	
  take	
  turns	
  searching	
  the	
  text	
  (not	
  including	
  the	
  headline)	
  of	
  a	
  News	
  Highlights	
  story	
  
for	
  a	
  capital	
  letter,	
  and	
  see	
  if	
  they	
  can	
  figure	
  out	
  why	
  it	
  is	
  capitalized.	
  Does	
  it	
  begin	
  a	
  new	
  sentence?	
  
Is	
  it	
  the	
  beginning	
  of	
  a	
  first,	
  last	
  or	
  middle	
  name?	
  Or	
  maybe	
  it’s	
  the	
  name	
  of	
  a	
  place	
  or	
  street?	
  	
  
•	
  Read	
  a	
  news	
  article	
  or	
  short	
  feature	
  to	
  the	
  class	
  and	
  ask	
  your	
  students	
  to	
  identify	
  the	
  “who,	
  what,	
  
where,	
  when,	
  why	
  and	
  how”	
  of	
  the	
  story.	
  Project	
  the	
  article	
  on	
  a	
  screen	
  or	
  Smart	
  Board	
  to	
  identify	
  
and	
  underline	
  where	
  the	
  answers	
  are	
  found.	
  Perfect	
  for	
  small	
  or	
  whole-­‐class	
  learning.	
  
•	
  Then	
  have	
  students	
  retell	
  or	
  summarize	
  what	
  the	
  story	
  is	
  about.	
  
•	
  Using	
  the	
  Get	
  the	
  Scoop!	
  page,	
  know	
  and	
  identify	
  the	
  parts	
  of	
  a	
  news	
  story	
  (headline,	
  byline,	
  lead,	
  
body	
  or	
  text,	
  photo/illustration).	
  

Writing	
  	
  
•	
  Instruct	
  students	
  on	
  letter-­‐writing	
  conventions	
  like	
  proper	
  use	
  of	
  commas	
  in	
  the	
  greeting	
  and	
  
closing,	
  and	
  have	
  students	
  write	
  a	
  letter	
  to	
  Boomer,	
  the	
  mascot	
  of	
  Bear	
  Essential	
  News.	
  Mail	
  letters	
  
to	
  Bear	
  Essential	
  News	
  •	
  2525	
  E.	
  Broadway	
  Blvd.	
  #102	
  •	
  Tucson,	
  AZ	
  85716.	
  You	
  can	
  use	
  a	
  single	
  large	
  
envelope.	
  Then	
  students	
  can	
  watch	
  for	
  the	
  mascot’s	
  answers	
  in	
  “Letters	
  to	
  Boomer.”	
  
•	
  Read	
  a	
  news	
  article	
  or	
  short	
  feature	
  to	
  the	
  class	
  and	
  have	
  students	
  write	
  to	
  their	
  classmates	
  what	
  
they	
  liked	
  about	
  the	
  story,	
  including	
  their	
  favorite	
  details	
  and	
  what	
  else	
  they’d	
  like	
  to	
  learn	
  about	
  
the	
  topic.	
  	
  
•	
  Use	
  digital	
  tools	
  to	
  produce	
  and	
  publish	
  a	
  Letter	
  to	
  Boomer	
  (any	
  grade)	
  or	
  a	
  Young	
  Reporter	
  story	
  
(second-­‐graders	
  may	
  submit	
  stories	
  to	
  the	
  paper	
  after	
  the	
  winter	
  break).	
  

Listening	
  and	
  speaking	
  
•	
  Have	
  students	
  participate	
  in	
  conversations	
  about	
  interesting	
  topics	
  raised	
  by	
  stories	
  in	
  the	
  paper.	
  
What	
  else	
  would	
  they	
  like	
  to	
  know	
  and	
  why?	
  What	
  surprised	
  them	
  about	
  the	
  story?	
  Who	
  would	
  
they	
  have	
  interviewed	
  to	
  cover	
  the	
  story?	
  Is	
  there	
  a	
  different	
  type	
  of	
  media	
  that	
  could	
  have	
  been	
  
used	
  to	
  make	
  the	
  story	
  better	
  or	
  more	
  impactful	
  to	
  young	
  people?	
  How?	
  
•	
  Have	
  students	
  create	
  drawings	
  or	
  other	
  visual	
  displays	
  of	
  Bear	
  Essential	
  front	
  covers	
  that	
  use	
  art	
  of	
  
a	
  recent	
  event	
  (like	
  a	
  food	
  drive	
  or	
  holiday	
  performance	
  at	
  your	
  school)	
  or	
  something	
  in	
  the	
  news	
  
lately.	
  Remember,	
  Boomer	
  Bear	
  is	
  almost	
  always	
  part	
  of	
  the	
  front	
  cover	
  art!	
  Have	
  students	
  present	
  
their	
  front	
  covers	
  to	
  you	
  or	
  the	
  classmates,	
  explaining	
  what	
  they	
  created.	
  You	
  can	
  cut	
  out	
  the	
  
nameplate	
  on	
  the	
  front	
  cover	
  and	
  the	
  bottom	
  info	
  bar	
  of	
  the	
  paper	
  for	
  the	
  kid-­‐created	
  covers!	
  

	
  

©2019 Bear Essential Educational Services.  Educators are welcome to copy these materials for use in the classroom.   
Questions? Call toll free (866) NEWS KID.          2019-Handout_GR K-2 

 
Happy New Year! Bear Essential News is written just for you. Use the January edition to 
complete these activities. Make 2020 your best year ever!  
 
News Highlights & In the Spotlight 
News stories cover the 5W’s & H—the Who, What, Why, Where, When and How of the story. 
But certain facts in a story are more important than others. Read the two News Highlights 
stories and In the Spotlight on the same page, and figure out the most important fact in each 
story to tell whether it’s a Who, What, Why, Where, When or How story. 
 

News Highlights Story #1 is a  ______________________ story. 
 

News Highlights Story #2 is a  ______________________ story. 
 

In the Spotlight is a  ______________________ story. 
 

Which of the three is your favorite story and why? 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
  
Arizona SciTech Festival Program (a 12-page pullout section in this Bear Essential News) 
Enjoy this huge, statewide STEM celebration with your class, friends and family! This program 
highlights just some of the fun…go to azscitech.com for ALL the offerings around Arizona. 
         1. Starting with January and going through April, pick out three of 
         the SciTech events that interest you (write down the date & place) 
 
 
 
 

     2. STEM is short for Science, Technology, Engineering & Math. 
     How is any one of these essential to how we live or our quality of life? 
 
 
     3. What part of STEM interests you the most and why? 

 
 

4. Read about “Libraries and the STEM Movement.” This is an exciting time for our libraries—
free places that serve as a hub for our community. As libraries expand their offerings, including 
makerspaces, how do you want to use your library? 
 
 
The story talks about providing a “safe environment” where kids can feel free to fail. How is 
taking risks, failing at times yet keeping going an important experience for young people? 
 
 
 
 
©2020 Bear Essential Educational Services.  Educators are welcome to copy these materials for use in the classroom.   
Questions? Call toll free (866) NEWS KID.         JAN 2020-Handout_GR 3-4 2024-Handout_GR K-2
©2024

Using Bear Essential with your Kindergartner, First-or Second-Grader
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Celebrating 
45 years in the 

classroom!
	 2026 Bear Essential

©2026 Bear Essential News Educational Services. Educators are welcome to copy these materials for in the classroom.
Questions? Call toll free (866) NEWS KID.                                                                                       2026-Handout_GR K-2

Celebrating Over 
45 Years in the 

classroom!


